
Philadelphia’s Dumpster Medallion Program: Proposed Amendments 

Bill number 140903 amends Philadelphia’s requirements for dumpsters and dumpster medallions. It 

revises subsection 4 of the current code, regarding duties of licensees.  

The replacement clauses would state: 

A. Licensees must use dumpsters in accordance with all laws related to recycling. Licensees 

would be responsible for making sure no unrecyclable materials are placed in dumpsters 

meant for recyclable materials.  

B. Dumpsters would still be required to have properly affixed medallions. Licensees would still 

be responsible for keeping the medallion properly affixed and replacing non-operational 

medallions.  

C. Dumpster Maintenance: 

1. Same language as in original ordinance: Any outdoor dumpster on private property 

must be enclosed in accordance with L&I’s current regulations regarding enclosures for 

dumpsters 

2. Licensees are responsible for keeping dumpster lids tightly secured except when in 

use and to accommodate a trash chute. Licensees must keep the area around the 

dumpster clean and free of spillage and overflow 

                D. Grindable and Non-Grindable Garbage 

1. Licensees cannot mix grindable garbage with rubbish. Grindable garbage would be 

disposed of in garbage disposal units or arranged for private collection for composting, 

anaerobic digestion, or use as farm livestock feed  

2. Licensees could mix non-grindable garbage with rubbish as long as the two are placed 

in bags designed to hold garbage without leaking or in other sealable containers 

designed to hold garbage before placing it in the dumpster 

3. For the purposes of licensing, dumpsters or other containers used only for private 

collection of garbage for composting or used as farm livestock feed shall be considered 

recycling dumpsters 

                E. Collection 

1. Licensees would have to arrange to have dumpster emptied at least once every 

week. If it contains garbage, the dumpster must be emptied at least every 3 days. The 

dumpster must be emptied more if required by the Department or by order of Health, 

Fire, Police or Streets Departments. 

2. Aerated dumpsters specifically designed to prevent odors would have to be emptied 

at least every 30 days unless otherwise it is required to be done more frequently by the 

Department or by order of the Health, Fire, Police or Streets Departments. 

 


